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1Pers1a, S.G.W. Benjamin p. 146, “I see at last a danger
that matches my courage. It is at once with wild beasts
and men of uncommon mettle that the contest now lies”.
*P.M. Sykes Vol. p. 293.
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*Persia: Romance and Reality (1935) By O.A. Merritt-
Hawkes. Ivor Nicholson and Watson Limited, London.

““It is impossible to be long in Petsia, to talk to many of
the young, educated Persians, without realizing that Islam
will go sooner or later.” P. 262

“The new spirit of nationalism in Persia has some of the
elements of Fascism, for it looks back, largely, regardless of
historical sequence and values, to the time when Persia
was greater and more powerful than now and especially to
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ptre-Islamic days—a period of 1,300 years ago. There is
a strong feeling of antagonism to even annoyance with, any-
thing Arabian, as if the influence of thirteen centuries could
be wiped out 1n a day.”

“It is Arabian influence that has spoilt Persia, her mate-
rial greatness, her moral tone, is also a statement heard every
day. . . .Many Persians are sure that all thetr faults, especially
their tendency to lie, and no Persian denies that, although
their ingenious explanations almost make lying a virtue,
are due to Islamic influence, for Islam allows, through prayers
and pilgrimages wiping out of evil deeds, both for one’s
self and one’s ancestors, which, some say, encourages anti-
soctal and 1mmoral behaviour. This attitude of ‘blaming
it on” Mahomet is accused of having a degenerating influence
upon daily conduct . The Moslem heaven 1s to some, only
a perfect brothel..... ” P. 266.

“Educated people 1n Persia are at present very few, . .
..., and amongst those a tiny handful are enlightened, enthu-
siastic, capable of the sacrifice. . .. one of that handful said,
‘one per cent of us will save Persia. Perhaps Islam will go;
it does not matter, but our ideals will spread.” ” P. 269

A WIS Ao ok it qgeng formgme The Twen-
ticth Century (June 1937) R fe@a 1

“One of the great signs of this new life is the awakening
of her (Iran’s) interest in her ancient glory, 1n her ancitent
kings, in her ancient religion and her great prophet Zara-
thushtra.” (P. 823)

“To throw off the yoke of Arabic influence in every
sphere of national life is the keynote of the trend of modern
Persian literature.” (P. 824)

“The omission of religion in modern Persian literature
is a very noticeable feature.” (P. 824)
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